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Image courtesy of Library of Congress

The Delaware and Raritan Canal outlet locks in New Brunswick circa 1968. The canal was dug primarily by
hand by Irish immigrant workers, between 1830 and 1834. Scores of workers endured treacherous
conditions, and many died as a result, especially during the 1832 cholera epidemic. Canal workers who died
on the job were often buried along towpaths, such as near New Brunswick at 10 Mile Run.
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These objects belonged to the workers who built the Delaware and Raritan Canal. Most canal workers

received approximately $1 per day in wages for dangerous work (the equivalent of <$30 per day in 2019).
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American women pictured here, who rolled thousands of cigars in the city in the early twentieth century.
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'C. 1910: New Brunswick’s landscape was dominated by factories in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, most of which were staffed by the immigrant workers who populated the city.
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Fourth Annual Report of the Bureau of Statistics of Labor and Industries of New
Jersey (Somerville, NJ: Edward B. Porter, 1881), 94.

The sanitary condition of glass factories is “ very good " or * fair,” as a general rule,
if we believe the reports from the workmen, ‘' Far better than that of our tenement
houses, which are really bad, and a reform in this respect is very much needed.”
“Tha factariae chanld hava hiah ranfe and nlantv af chnttare’” ¢ Nat haalthv ta da
too much night work.” “ Good, except in hot weather, when we should not be
allowed to work.” Salem—'* Our sanitary condition could be improved.” Millville—
" ore care 1n pullding ractories; l0OKINg to thelr sanitary conaition., " \x1ass DIOW-
ing 1s healthy, notwithstanding what is said to the contrary.” ‘'‘ Not healthy.” Flat-
tener—'* Business generally considered healthy.” Gatherer—* Healthy but hard
work.” Shearer—'‘ Sanitary condition good, only we have night work, which is
unhealthy.” Blacksmith—*' Good."” Mould Maker—' Healthy."” Engineer—'* Very
healthy.” Stopper Grinder—* Our work, which is in water, is unhealthy.” Cutter—
‘“Trade unhealthy.” Packer—'* My work is unhealthy.”

Seasonal temperatures have always proved a challenge to workers’ health and safety, as this New Jersey
worker’s testimony from 1881 suggests, but significantly rising temperatures pose new challenges for laborers in
the early 21st century. The previous centuries of exploitation of immigrants for cheap and often unregulated
labor, coupled with insuff.icient legislation to protect workers, laid the groundwork for the trials faced by New
Brunswick'’s residents today.
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